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How To Win at Opening a Home-Based Business While Bringing a New Pet Home 
 
By Jessica Brody-special guest author 
 
Having your own home-based business is an ideal setup for pet owners. However, you’re in for 
a fun challenge if you open a business and bring a new pet home within the same time period. 
But with your entrepreneurial spirit and a little know-how, you can make the situation work out 
well. Here are a few tips from the Brevard Humane Society that will help you win at opening 
your home-based startup while also helping a new pet feel welcome. 
 
Lawfully Register Your Business 
Give yourself peace of mind by taking the time to make sure you register and set up your 
business legally. This includes making sure the name you choose for your business isn’t already 
reserved by another company and taking time to choose the right business structure for your 
startup. 
 
Though there are four main business structures available (sole proprietorship, limited liability 
company, corporation and proprietorship), you’ll most likely find that an LLC company is the 
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most appropriate for your situation. An LLC provides tax advantages, protections and 
conveniences that other structures lack. It’s also easier to set up. Even still, you may want to 
use a formation service to help you do things right. A formation service is more affordable than 
hiring a lawyer, and it helps free you from the obligation of doing all the legwork yourself. 
 
Take Time To Make Your Pet Feel Welcome 
If you want to make sure your new pet acclimates to your home as quickly as possible, you 
need to take time initially to make the animal feel welcome. You can do this by slowly 
introducing the newcomer to any current pets you have (preferably on neutral ground), making 
sure you buy the food the animal is already used to, and giving your new family member time on 
his or her own to get comfortable in the new environment. 
 
Use Smart Gadgets To Make Life Easier 
There are a variety of tech gadgets designed to facilitate work-from-home responsibilities and to 
help you manage your time with your pet. A small, hand-held vacuum cleaner can help you 
keep your office tidy and whisk away stray pet hairs from your new furry buddy, while an 
automatic pet door can give your dog or cat the freedom to go outside to use the bathroom or 
play before coming back in. 
 
Set up a Space for Your Office and Pet 
Just as you require a designated space for your office, your pet requires a designated space 
where he or she can go to relax and get away from the noise. Sometimes pet owners combine 
the two spaces, while others may prefer to keep them completely separate. 
 
Whatever your preferences may be, make sure your office has the basic tools you need to do 
business (such as a computer, keyboard, printer, desk and filing space). Your pet’s living space 
should have a comfortable bed, food and water, and a temperature-controlled environment, at a 
minimum. 
 
Invest in a Pet Sitter During the Day 
If you find that you can’t dedicate sufficient time to your professional responsibilities during the 
day because your pet requires a lot of attention, try hiring a pet sitter. You can either have the 
pet sitter come to your house or take your pet to their house. Either way, you’ll know that your 
furry pal is being cared for and entertained while you focus on growing your business. 
 
These tips are fairly easy to implement and can make a huge difference in how well your work-
from-home and pet-owning ventures turn out. Give them a try today. 
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